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Club Duties

Weekly Wake-up

If you are unable to fulfill your duty, could
you please find a replacement or let the
President know you are unable to attend.

November 3rd, 2010
Front Door Greeters:
Dawne Anderson & Ricki Bartlett
Invocation:
Jeff Boegel
Introductions:
Daryl Knievel

Upcoming Programs
November 3rd - Nanaimo & Ladysmith School Foundation - Erin van Steen
November 10th - Loaves & Fishes
November 17th - Club Assembly

Rotary Minute:
Kris Rongve
50/50:
Gayle Wilson
Sgt @ Arms:
Donna Allen

NOTICES & NEWS
Consider inviting friends or co-workers to our Rotary Meetings. They might just enjoy it as much
as we do...you may just be inviting the next new Rotary Daybreak member=

November 10th, 2010
Front Door Greeters:
Ron Blank & Jeff Boegel
Invocation:
Denise Davidson
Introductions:
Daryl Knievel
Rotary Minute:
Darryl Shaw
50/50:
Gayle Wilson
Sgt @ Arms:
Don Bonner
November 17th, 2010
Front Door Greeters:
Don Bonner & Bill Brendon
Invocation:
Barb Denike
Introductions:
Val Lennox
Rotary Minute:
Neil Sorsdahl
50/50:
Val Lennox

Linda, Daryl and Nathan enjoy last week’s meeting.
Please send content and photos for the Weekly Wake-up to robbmowbray@telus.net

Club Birthdays
November 9

Jim Jeffries

Club Anniversaries

.

No Anniversaries this week

Sgt @ Arms:
Daryl Stech
P.O. Box 37051, #38 - 3200 Island Highway, Nanaimo, BC Canada, V9T 6N4 / Phone 250-741-9333
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Meeting Notes - October 20th

submitted by Ron Blank,
Blank photos by Donna Allen

Good Wednesday Morning!! With President Patrick Maguire presiding & Rod Mont to lead our anthem, we began another week of service. Ron Blank started us with an invocation (more likely an
exhortation) to continue our good deeds in Rotary. Ricki Bartlett
handled introductions and thanks thereafter. Rod, ever the prospector, introduced guest Anna Owens with Church Pickard, Chartered Accountants. Doug Lum introduced inbound Rotary Exchange Student Kevin Hartman from Colombia. Sergeant-at-Arms
Bruce Mede then showed the way to our morning repast.
Past President Dave Perry was given the floor for a ‘Minute.’
“Look around the room!” said Dave. What made the tipping point
for him and Rotary was the diversity of occupations of Rotarians
and yet we all share a common goal. We all give to our community, in a selfless way. Many of us work out of our comfort zones,
yet we all contribute to the legacy of Rotary. Dave closed with
“Give yourselves a hand!”

Doug introduces Rotary Exchange
Student Kevin Hartman…

Denise Davidson, mother of Harley, then introduced Doreen..oops,
Denise Larson, one of our founding members. Denise Lucier was born
in Lasalle, just south of Windsor, ON, and started with, and still has, 11
brothers and sisters. (WOW!!) She attended Catholic School with plaid
uniform skirt and blazer. “You know what they say about Catholic girls!”
The local St. Paul’s Catholic Church had two benches ¾ the way down
on the left side that were “owned” by the
Lucier bunch. Her mother sewed and often
the boys and girls had the same material
...Ricki took care of introductions sewn into pants, shirts and tops. Denise
was thrilled to get her first “bought’ skirt in
for the morning...
Grade 8! After graduating from High
School, she went over to Detroit and took a key-punch operators
course. (These cards were early data input into ‘computers’ of the day,
used until the early 70’s, and made obsolete by graphical terminals.
That’s another story.) Her first paying job was with the Bank of Nova
Scotia Loan Dept, earning $40/week. Ford Motor Company then lured
her with the major sum of $80/week...her worst job ever.
Typical of the times, Denise said she married young and had two boys,
Lonney, then Eric five years later. She wanted to be a stay-at-home
mother, but.... her then husband went to Toronto looking for better
...Dave provided the Rotary Minute...
work and never returned. Later, she met her second husband. They
ended up in Real Estate. He was great at sales and she was the lister.
Trouble was, around Windsor, lotsa Italians and sales were often accompanied by lotsa vino italian!
TOO much for her. Around 33 years ago, they came to visit her sister in Vancouver and made a day
trip over to Nanaimo. WOW! They bought a home with little down, went back to Windsor, sold everything, never returned. In BC, her second husband couldn’t find ‘suitable’ work with his qualifications.
Sure, selling at Sears was OK, but he wasn’t happy. Next thing you know, Denise again becomes a
single mother of two boys!
Her Nanaimo job was with a local loans company, and it went belly up. The Bank of Commerce then
offered her a job in Port McNeil. “Where the hell is that?” she thought. Find out she did. Denise
planned on staying six months. One of her sons said to the Regional Manager, “Our hotel room has
a tin can shower!” They quickly found a more permanent home and stayed six years. If fact, it was
fun. They were adventuresome, loved fishing, hiking, going for drives down dirt roads and getting
caught in the snow. When the novelty finally wore off, she asked for a transfer. Bank policy had
changed and Commerce didn’t transfer anymore. She quit!
Back in Nanaimo, she got a job at the Credit Bureau. In 1986, with

...continued on next page/

R o t a r y Cl ub Me e ti ng s
Monday – Parksville, Bayside Inn, Noon
Tuesday – Nanaimo North, Frith-Radcliffe Auditorium, Kiwanis Village, 6:15 p.m.
Wednesday – Nanaimo Oceanside, 3rd Street Fieldhouse, 5 p.m.
Thursday – Lantzville – ABC Restaurant on Mary Ellen Drive, 7 a.m.
Friday – Nanaimo – Coast Bastion Inn, 12:15 p.m.
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Rotary Contacts
Club President:
Patrick Maguire
Past President:
Dave Perry
Vice President:
Neil Sorsdahl
Club Secretary:
Eileen Tatton
Club Treasurer:
Cindy Bartlett
Club President Elect:
Bill Brendon
International Service Director:
Rod Mont
Community Service Director:
Christine Craigie
Vocational Service Director:
Dave Thompson
Club Service Director:
Denise Larson
Bulletin Editor:
Robb Mowbray
Assistant Governor Area 2B:
Brenda Grice
District Governor 2010-11:
Robert Martin
RI President 2010-11:
Ray Klinginsmith
~~~~~~~~

Make--ups
Make
To ensure that your make-up
information is properly recorded,
send any info on extra meetings
attended, extra committee work,
service projects, online work, etc.
to Neil Sorsdahl at
goldendivot@shaw.ca
~~~~~~~~

Four Way Test
1. Is it the TRUTH?
2. Is it FAIR to all concerned?
3. Will it build GOODWILL and
BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?
4. Will it be BENEFICIAL to all
concerned?
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foreclosures being norm, she was scooped by the Credit Union. This was a rewarding career change. She set-up a collections department and would negotiate rates & consolidate
loans with the creditors. You could “help people get out of their troubles with dignity.”
Denise had been single for nearly ten years. A friend tried to set her up with this fella named
Rick. Denise asked “Can he afford me?” On her terms, they went out on a blind date to the
Saltair Pub. Afterward, she thought, “He’s got nothing to say!” He thought, “She can’t shut
up!” We all know what happened next. “So” said Denise, “That’s my jobs and that’s my husbands!”
Now she spoke about her Rotary Trip to Bulawayo, Zimbabwe in 2002. It began with Doug
Ante in Courtenay applying for a Rotary Grant. He was successful and six Rotarians were to
go to Zimbabwe for three months to work at two different schools. Interestingly, the wish lists
from the schools asked for fixes to the exterior, nothing inside.
...Denise entertains us with her Classification Talk...

On their way, they first landed in Capetown, South Africa and did some holidaying. Wonderful wineries. One fellow, who knew they were touring the “Garden Route”, said “Stop in and
see my mother!” They did and this woman took us in, fed us and showed us the local sites.
During one of their side trips, they mistakenly got into the Townships. They saw shanties with
steel roofs and abject poverty. Smarter people would have escaped sooner, but they luckily
were not harmed. They drove from Capetown to Johannesberg, then into Bulawayo, Zimbabwe. Surprisingly, Bulawayo had three Rotary Clubs! They were feted and treated royally.
Meals were cheap (to us) and one dinner for six cost $470 Zims, costing only the equivalent
$38 Canadian. Rotarian Charles took them everywhere: Victoria Falls, Zimbabwe Ruins, and
golfing. Part way to Victoria Falls, they passed an oasis, with elephants running to the water...a sample of the old key-punch cards...
hole. Awesome stuff!
Their project in Bulaway Sojini School started at 7AM. The students would line up before class, from shortest to tallest, with their toes
touching a row of rocks. Whenever one of the volunteers entered the classroom, like with Donna Allen, they all stood and said “Good
morning Mrs. Larson!” Small problem, the seats were basically planks resting on stumps. When they stood up, the planks would fall
over and made quite a racket! Anyone entered, same racket. One of their donations was to get proper benches. For those students
who lived 10-12 kilometers away, they stays in dormitories. No toilets and cooking outside, with 10-12 girls sleeping on the dirt floor.
Denise used part of our Club funds to purchase foam mattresses, to give them some sleeping comfort. Additionally, with five of the six
manual sewing machines broken, she used her discretionary funding to fix them.
The Rotarians painted the school and replaced the windows. Denise said she was amazed how intent the students were, with volunteers banging and making distractions outside, they never looked their way. (Consider what would have happened back here.) Their
projects also included some fencing and a garden. The students' parents would also help the volunteers. They knew the Rotarians
would always buy bread from the local bakery for lunch and everyone would get fed. Denise felt this may have been their only meal of
the day. One woman was happy to see the fuss that Denise made over her baby. The mother
then asked her to take the baby back to Canada. “It was tough when she realized the mother
meant it.”
The Rotarians lived at 43 Percy, a home away from the school. After working, and sweating all
day, it was nice to come back, take off your clothes, and have a hot shower. The maid then
cleaned and pressed their clothes and even wanted to clean their shoes.
Their second project was at Njelle School, located about 300 km away. Rather than return to 43
Percy, they were offered the teachers rooms. These rooms were 8x8 and the floor was compacted elephant dung! Not for them, they said, trying to show their good manners. The two
women slept in the van, which conveniently had two bench seats. It was unique being out in the
middle of nowhere. Animals of all varieties would wander past their van, all night long.
Their first day, she saw one cute kid who seemed to be very cold. He was shivering during the
morning assembly line-up. Denise wanted to go over and hug him until he got warm. 0ops! He ran
from the line-up, over to the toilets. When he came back, he was just fine!
Denise’s washroom experience discovered a hole in the ground and the need to learn a new way
to “approach” the task. This school also received proper benches and tables for the students. The ...the Denises pose for the book donation...
teachers had difficulties with night-time work, reading by candle-light and they were given better
lights.
In closing, Denise said “If you ever get an opportunity, DO IT!”
Denise D presented Denise with a book titled “Bright by Burning“ which was good because the cover had a horsey picture.
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Patrick reiterated that Denise might say “Thanks to Rotary” for the opportunity, but Rotary should also say “Thanks
to Denise for her volunteering!”
Gayle Wilson attended last weekend’s Membership Committee training in Neil’s absence and was heartened to
hear that we are already doing several good things help our new members with mentoring and fellowship. In our
everyday life, we should always consider inviting someone to lunch, to our breakfast, or to our projects, to discuss
and get the feel of Rotary.
President Patrick noted that in 1977, Rotary International had 1.2 Million members. In 2010, we had 1.3 million
members. During that time, 1.2 million members had also left Rotary. We should be focusing
on retention, as well as recruitment of new members. One of the education sessions was “Ask
a person to tell you three things: two true and one false” One woman answered, “I am a serious bike-rider, a Rotarian, and paid for my education as a stripper.” Everyone thought “she
was not a Rotarian! (WRONG, she didn’t ride a bike.) We Rotarians truly do represent all
cross sections of society.
...Gayle tells us about Dawne Anderson announced her Kickoff Luncheon for the Annual Kettle Programme for the
Salvation Army and on Tuesday November 16th, Football great Dave Cutler will speak at the
the Membership
event. Tix are $30 per person. Contact Dawne for tickets.
training seminar...

Jim McIvor said that our Annual Grey Cup Dinner & Game is four weeks away this Sunday. Rod Mont has the
50/50 tickets, with only 100 to be sold. Jim said the annual volunteer planning luncheon will be held at Earl's
Restaurant at noon on Wednesday 3 November. Posters will be available next Wednesday.
Bill Brendon again asked for more volunteers to accompany the grade 10 students of Central VI Schools at the
PARTY Programme. (Prevent Alcohol Related Trauma in Youth) during their education sessions in the hospital.
(Patrick & I did it last Wednesday, and WOW! The education seems to have quite an impact on these kids and
ourselves as well. The concept is that they will think before putting themselves unnecessarily in harms way.

...Bill makes a request
for volunteers.

Denise L said that Christine Craigie has organized the planting of 1,000 daffodils at the Rose Garden in front of Bowen Park on the
sixth of November at 10AM.
The proposed 15th Anniversary Dinner will be held on 15th of January, as all locations are booked.
50/50 and Christine Craigie didn’t win this time. Sgt Bruce was charitable, and everyone paid.
That being our 43rd meeting this year, let’s consider what we’re going to do for Rotary in remaining eight weeks.

ROTARY DAYBREAK
UPCOMING BINGO COMMITMENTS
Tues., Dec. 7, 2010
Thurs., Jan. 13, 2011
Sat., Feb. 19, 2011
Mon., Mar. 28, 2011

11am – 1 pm
11am – 1 pm
11am – 1 pm
11am – 1 pm

2010/2011

Ron Blank & Dave Thompson
Don Bonner & Robb Mowbray
Kris Rongve & Christine McAuley
Eileen Tatton

Have a great week!

Tickets!!!
Don’t Forget to Sell Grey Cup Pool & Party Tickets
!!!
...and return your Pool money and/or tickets before October 31st!

Congrats San Francisco Giants
for winning the World Series!!!

